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iItalians Are Holding Against Strong Attacks BANKER SHOT

TO DEATH; IS

PEORIA DEEDUtttk mint of irtflItpm,
Sees Her Daddy
for First Time
in Cedar Rapids

DRIVE ENEMY

BACK ACROSS

PIAVE WATER

TEUTONS PLY

TRADES WITt

RUSS PEOPL
Sunday Tragedy is Staged

Behind Locked Doors
in Still City. . .

Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Dec, 24. When
the daddy of Elizabeth Leigh clasped
her in Us arms at the union station
here today it was the first time the
little miss ever had seen him, and to
he with him and her mother she brav- -

Great Air Activity Makes iCl1 ,,he 1fT7 f ,h submarine zone
and traveled alone from Lancashire,

London, Dec. 23. The Christian people of the world today received
a Christmas greeting from the soldiers of General Allenby. It was the
first detailed account of how the British troops wrested from the dominion
of the Turks the city of Bethlehem, where 1,900 years ago was born the
Saviour.

The news comes in a dispatch from Reuters correspondent at Jerus-
alem. It says: One of the most brilliant Dieces of work during the recent

Petrograd is in Disturbed
State of Mind Over

Many Stories.
Present Fighting Along

French Front.

England, to Cedar Rapids.
She smiled bravely when she told

of her trip and said never once was
she afraid of the

Mr. Leigh, who is employed by a
local concern, left England a few-wee-

before Klizabeth was born. Her
mother came over a few years later,
leaving Elizabeth with her grand-
mother. A few weeks ago she was
sent for and arrived today.

i operations was the capture of Bethlehem. The Turks had strong fortificahie. "J I. Enemy forces
nliirh li.ni crushed the l'iave rh-f- r

nl I'eiip lime been
driien liai k tucr Hie riicr, t lie
Viiir fu'lti c announces.

(In the mountain front, tlie state-
ment sns the Aiistro-Gerimin- s

! ili' Dalian positions in the
laun seetur in the reuiim of

Kmvii l(.iite Vallielhu but stopped
:i the 1'. ill. in rear positions from
Mliere hi' Italian are eonnter

nitli satistactory results.

HOLIDAY CHEER IS

UPON HUGE SCALE

tions here with numerous held guns on the outskirts of the town. The
troops which had been ordered to take the town deployed by night far to
the left, threatening the Turkish line of retreat and compelling the Turks
to withdraw. Welsh troops then entered Bethlehem at daybreak."

General Allenby's troops in Palestine continue their advance on the
plain of Sharon, north of Jaffa and have occupied four more towns. The
official statement on the operations issued tonight reads: "On Saturday
morning, with naval cooperation, our left continued the advance north of
the Nahr El Auja, reaching the line of Sheikh El Ballutahel-Jeli- l, about
four miles north of the river. Pusniner eastward and south of the river we

Fefro-rra- Dec. 23. (Sunday.)
A ( aucasan army of KMIJKMI is ad-

vancing on the rear of the troops
of General Kaledlnes, the Cossack
leader, according to an announce-
ment made today by the Bol-

shevik press bureau.

London, Dec 2L retrograd
dispatches report that attempts
are being made by the Bolsheviki
commissioners to negotiate 'with
llie I'kranlans for a settlement of
the differences which lmve arisen
and it Is also reported that the
authorities of the new I'kranian
government are ready to accept
proposals looking; toward a peace-
ful arrangement.

Vow York's War Christmas Will Bring
.Happiness To Soldiers and Sailors

Poor Are Kemenibered.

far
i'y is

the

diirinp
lini'ii'--

' 24. Intense aerial activ-;- i
rii'd tiy t lie war office. In
of JUii combats in the air

!. lit.-- t few (lays the French
down 18 (icrman machines,
u n ii i .' r t follows:

ii- rinht bank of the Mouse
iront). The Germans made

occupied Fejja and Mulebbis. This was followed by the capture of Khel- -New York, Dee. 24. New York's
Tii" "war Christmas" promises to be as i

bounteous ns usual and nrenflratintis i

a Mi The movement for harmony is at- - Diren, tour miles southeast or Kantieh. Effective aerial work was car-
ried out on enemy transports and infantry."went forward today for Christmas eve j tributed by the correspondent of the

celebrations on an elaborate scale. Times to the fact that the growing
against our small posts pecial eltorts have heen made to daneers of the situation are being

"fin t!
(Vent '! n

!u rastl
tear He?
Their ef
(re. 'ii,,
i;corou- -
!r. Ii:" Si

mvaux and Caurieres wood,
oris were repulsed by our
artillery liehting was rather

on tin; left hank of the river,
tor of Hetiilncoiirt. On the

provide holiday cheer tor thousands
of soldiers and sailors here on fur-- j
lough by the Red Cross, the Y. M. C.

'A., the Y. W. C. A., and many other
; organizations will give dinners and
entertainments to the men in the ser- -

Teoria, TIL, Dec 2L The State
Trust and Savings bank, swne of
yesterday's tragedy in which Pres-
ident Y A. Strause shot and
killed Cashier Berne M. Mead, op-en-

its doors as usual at 9 o'clock
this morning.

Statements of the bank's direc-
tors that the shooting had no

with the bank's affairs
served to allay any public feel-in- g

and there was no indication of
a run on the bank this morning.

A few women appeared to withdraw
savings accounts, but nearly all went
away leaving their deposits when

the bank's solvency. A detail
of police was early on the scene,. but
at the request of bank officers was
withdrawn shortly after the doors
were opened. There was no need for
the officers.

Slayer Peaceful Sleeper.
Strause, slayer of Mead, slept peace-

fully in the detention room at the cen-

tral police station and did not arise
until late. The usual prison break-
fast was not served him, he having or-

dered breakfast sent in from a local
hotel.

Coroner W. D. Elliott began prepar-
ations this morning for opening the
inquest some time this afternoon. He
planned to choose his jury early and
to take them to the bank before open-
ing the inquest. i

Men Fought Alone.
Strause's version of the tragedy is

as yet the only one available, as the
men fought behind locked doors In a
room at the bank.

The shooting occurred at noon Sun-
day when many people were 'passing.
Loud talking within the building
caused the curious to pause, and a
moment later one shot was heard.
After an Interval there were two oth-
ers.

While a detective, a physician and
Strause were with Mead, who was mor-
tally wounded, Mrs. Mead endeavored
to gain admittance to the building, but
did not succeed uutil her husband as
dead.

Mr. and Mrs. Mead had an appoint-
ment at the bank, it is said. But
chance interfered and Mead, instead
of meeting his wife, encountered
Strause. The quarrel developed and .

came to a fatal end.
In the statement issued on behalf of

Strause, Attorney Weil says:
"We have talked with Mr. Strause'

and also with others who seem to
know about this terrible affair. We
have not had time to investigate all
the fact. We have every reason to
know that the affairs of the bank are
in no way affected by the homicide.

"The trouble between the men arose

Trotzky in Hint
for Anarchy If
His Plans Fail

U. S. DUTY IS

TO PUT WAR
Mhaiii'ler nf the front the night was
till III.

recognized to an increasing extent by
the Bolsheviki. For the same reason,
he says, they are believed to be in-

clined to modify their attitude of hos-
tility toward the constituent assembly,
which is likely to meet within a week.

Concurrently with these statements
come numerous further reports of
military activities on the part of the
Ukranians and Cossacks, and of the
sending of more Bolsheviki troops
southward to oppose the Ukranians.

vice.
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There are disconnected rumors of fur- -
cmslied to tin: ground and were de-- 1 tions will look after the needs of thejther fighting, but apparently there
lirmeil. poor as In the past years. The Salva- -

"liuring .iU.Jiod ttw- - bombing I tion army will feed, hundreds at Bead? Rumors of 'German Peacefamilies, and the Elks have arrangedI'HiihI'--'
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Paris, Dec. 23 (Sunday.) Leon
Trotzky, the Bolsheviki foreign min-
ister, according to a note issued by
the Havas agency, called on Joseph
Noulens, the French ambassador to
Russia, and explained that the Bolshe-
viki wIMsed, to keep to the principle
of a "demtscratic peace," leaving to
the peoples the right to dispose of
themselves. The ambassador having
asked him what he would do if Ger-
many refused such a peace, Trotzky
answered that the Maximalists might
be led to "wage a revolutionary war."

Trotzky added that "if public opin-
ion was opposed to such a war, the
question would then be carried before
the constituent assemhly." He con

for a Christmas tree for 2,500 chil-
dren and will distribute dinners to 500
families.

Pacific Coast Officials in
Timely Capture of Guns

Under Hides.

Offer Must Not Lull
Nation's Activity.
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i ilriipped lS.'mU kilograms
twenty Inns) of projectiles on
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! other objectives behind the
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Hermans tail in Raid,
ti. I ice. 21. German troop
v :i!!,rnoi'ii attempted to raid

!i h positions southeast of

have been no hostilities on a large
scale" or"6'f such a nature as to indi-
cate important developments.

Look for Germans.
Many news dispatches from Petro-

grad speak of the supposed Impending
arrival of the Germans there, which
is said to be the universal topic of
discussion in the city, but everyone
seems to have a different version.
Many of these stories center around
the reported concentration near the
capital of a large force of released

ARMY OF MECHANICS
WAITING U. S. AIRMEN

tiii" lir
M'x'hy on iiie Camhr i front but were

Washington, Dec. 21. Ger-
many's newest propaganda,
licni'd as a forerunner to an

in the west unless a Ger

With the American army in France,
Pec. 24. (By the Associated Press.)
When the American air fiehters beein

driven
cluded by saying that if the Bolshevikitiie war office announced

M.iti'inent reads: arriving in France in large numbers ' German war prisoners, 10 wnom arms
tiiev will finfl 'A rnrns nf upvprnl thnti- - are being handed over, according to

A Pacific Port, Dec 24. Federal
officials today found packages of
ammunition, several hundred rifles
and a number of basrs filled with
revolvers buried under the cargo
of hides in the Shilka. a Russian
freighter which arrived here Fri-
day night und?r control of Its
llolsheiiki crew.

hostile raiding parties!night
temp!

i.ii
!a,-i-

in til"
to approach our lines hnn,'. ..j some of the reDorts.

succumbed to the resistance they are
meeting within Russia, the country
would be given over to anarchy.

The Havas note concludes: "This
conversation, which is correct through-
out, must be considered as creatiug
new relations between the Maximalists
government and us."

ho hood ot Moncby Le Heferring to these the Pet-- i0 nfhis 8l()e of tne Atlantic waiting to rumors,
sf ot J.a itassee were repair and caro for tneir rograd correspondent of the Post says
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man made peace is accepted by
the allies and the I'nited States,
"should nut for a moment Induce
us to slacken our preparations for
war," says Secretary Baker in li is
weekly review of the military sit-

uation.

"The Germans realize," continu?s
the statement, "that within a short
time our armies will form the princi-
pal body of fresh strategic reserves
remaining available on the battlefields
of Europe."

"Our armies constitute the reserves
of victory."

The review points out that the

: ed slugs such as are used by the Ger- -gton Hears Slory. j ,,er 0? mechanics this winter in Eng-ie- nt a. more important phase of the .i i,,. fv, n.nrniii nniiiians on the eastern front
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or l a price on his bank stock, which Mr.for h moment induce us to slacken our! tended, officials said, for I. W. W
H 'tni' today give a de-- ! ready have been sent there. They

f I he righting on Monte i will recross the English channel as
manner In which the Germans have
been pushing trade with Russia since
the frontier was opened. He reports for use of a raider in the Pacific.
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Arrangements also have been made'111 are niamng me most ot a comr
for the establishment in the United mercial opportunity such as the world
mates of flvini? schools for Italian has never seen before, inasmuch as'i r

aviators.
Holy Father Has
Christmas Wish
for U. S. Peoples

of the positions
olonc the Italian soldiers

ti a page in the
ii- - war. Their bravery has
le' "'iiemy from spreat'.ing
o iiie Miuth and completed
'iLr of Monte Grpapa. Our

liiiilit for several days
riiii artillery fire and as- -
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Amsterdam. Dec. 24. The Berlin
istfwialiut npWRnaner Vnpra'anrte hnvj

preparation for war.
"The Germans realize that within

a short time our armies will form the
principal body of fresh strategic re-

serves remaining available for action
on the battlefields of Europe. Thus, no
matter whatf superiority in men and
gun3 the enemy may for the time
bring to bear on the west, and even
admitting an eventual modification of
the allied line in his favor, neverthe-
less he knows that insofar as it is hu-

manly possible to foresee, his effort
will inevitably result in merely a lo-

cal success which can have no de-

termining outcome of the war.
"Italy has gone to the limit of her

resources, and has held. France and
England are today aiding the Italian
armies.

Responsibility of America.

"It is our duty, therefor?, in look-

ing to the future to realize that if we

t us at Berretta and
-Jlme

thr ,

Kn Mi

Russian industries are nearly dead
and the Germans have no competition.

The Germans have refused to admit
M. Zinovieff, a close associate of Niko-
lai Lenine and other Bolsheviki, whom
the soldiers' and workmen's delegates
wished to send into spread their doc-
trines in the German army. They
also declined to admit Trotzky's news-
paper, printed in German, for army
propaganda.

The Bolsheviki are negotiating with
the social revolutionists of the left
for the formation of a coalition gov-
ernment wherein the latter will hold
the ministries of the interior, justice,
posts and national affairs.

Bolsheviki Start Trials.
The trial of persons who have been

arrested by the Bolsheviki authorities
was to have begun yesterday before
a tnllltoT'ir f,r,l , inn n n....,

the enemy lias lost
which have already
from the 2i)th of No- -j

General Pfoffer, com- -

been obliged by the government to
suspend publication for three days.

Vorwaerts, in a recent article, at-

tacked the system of the German food
controller, Von Waldow, declaring that
great masses of German people were

itim
date

Mead nopea to nuy in oraer to eiect
himself as president.

Pleads e.

"After some words over such re-

fusal of Mr. Strause, Mr. Mead as-

saulted him and in the struggle was
beaten. He suddenly fired a shot at
Mr. Strause and missed him. To pro-
tect himself Mr. Strause fired two
shots at the enraged man. who was
grappling with him in an effort to put
his revolver into a firing 'position.
Which or how many of them struck
Mr. Mead we do not know. We only
know that Mr. Mead is dead and that
Mr. Strause acted wholly in necessary

e.

"We understand that the directors
of the bank and they are in a posi-

tion to know the facts vouch for the
solvency of the bank and its ability,
if called upon to do so, to pay in cash
as fast as it may be demanded any
funds it holds on deposit."

Mead had been at the Creve Coeur
club talking wtlj Thomas Lovelace of
the Corning distillery. He left a few
minutes before noon, stating that he
was going over to the bank, which is
directly across the street.

Strause bad spent most of the morn-
ing at the Jefferson hotel, also across
the street from the bank building, on
another corner, telling his associates

he fourth enemy division,!
nmanders of the seventh
Austrian brigades have!

j

l.v wouuted.

trailer t ,
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Rome, Dec. 24. Pope Benedict has
given to the Associated Press this
Christmas message for the American
people :

"The holy father sends to the peo-
ple of America his cordial greetings
and prays that they may take to heart,
in this time of strife and suffering
the true lesson of Christmastide the
lesson of God's unceasing love for
mankind, the lesson of unfaltering
courage and sacrifice of seif.

"More especially he calls upon the
little children, to whom this day be-

longs, to pray with all their hearts
to the Babe of Bethlehem that He
may protect their loved ones and give
back to the world that peace which
He came to bring upon earth."

not only hungry but were literally
starving. It also accused the "war
profiteers and millionaires" of hoard-- i
ing great supplies of food.Man's of (Utiiiuiis.
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he nrronin.'inied to work and
ASKS FEDERAL LOANS.

St. Paul. Minn., Dec. 24. Unless con
gress extends credit to the government

fighting morale of Italy may be re-
lied upon no matter how intensive the
German peace campaign becomes and
says :

Italy is Scene of War.
"The .Italian theatre once agabi is

the scene of important military activ-
ity. The enemy, impatient of the de-

lays which have occurred in bring-
ing about the successful penetration
of the Italian plain and the overthrow
of the Italian armies, has dispatched
further forces to the Italian front,
view a view to achieving a decisive
result. It would appear that they are
anxious to conclude their Italian ad-

venture similar to the previous cam-

paigns in Russia, Serbia and Ru-

mania, where as a result of the stra-
tegic envelopes gained at relatively
small cost, vast tracts of territory
were conquered.

"Enemy pressure continues intense
along the entire front.

"Before proceeding with any opera-
tions in the west the Germans hope to
drive the Italians back to the Adige,
anticipating that such a reverse
would have a very disintegrating in-

fluence throughout Italy.
"No matter how intensive this new

subversive propaganda may be, never-
theless, we can confidently rely on the
fighting morale of the Italian people.

"Along the western front the enemy
has continued his harrassing raids
with a view to keeping the allied
forces on the alert. However, none
of the engagements recorded in the
west was more than local, import-
ance.

Intensive Peace Motc
"It would appear that as a, fore-

runner to the German offensive her-
alded to be launched in the we3t, an
intensive peace propaganda is to be
initiated. Careful examination of the
situation reveals that the enemy is
again preparing for 'peace before vic-

tory."
"Information from various sources

confirms the reports that the Germans
would have the world believe that the
military situation is such that they
are able to dictate terms of peace.
They, therefore threaten that unless

Macon, Ga., Doc. 24. Four hundred
enlisted men at Camp Wheeler have
overridden orders and left for home
to spend Christmas without permis-
sion. Many of them have been appre-heLde- d

and will be returned to camp.
Nearly two hundred were absent from
the One Hundred Twenty-secon- d in-

fantry. Being absent without per-
mission will mean a sentence of from
30 to 90 days, depending on circum-
stances, court officers say.

to the amount of $200,000,000 to the tllat he was soing to the bant and

are to fulfill the pledge we made on
entering the. war, if we are to fight
this war to successful conclusion, we
must assume the full responsibility
which rests upon us. We are the fresh-
est in the struggle; we have the re-

serve man power and the reserve me-

chanical power.
"Our armies constitute de reserves

of victory.
"In Russia the armistice negotia-

tions have been concluded and peace
negotiations are being madefi

"Reports of the dissatisfaction of a
large element of the Russian popula-
tion, especially in southern and cen-

tral Russia, with the terms of the ar-

mistice has led to the formation of an
active opposition which it is believed,
will endeavor to resist all attempts to
enforce the proposals agreed to by the
Lenine government."

that he would return in 10 minutes.
, '"'''I ly German soldiers and, at

termination of the harvest, they
Il! he iii, prisoned for six months and

ry three days they will receive only
Jf'' ail'l water. Slow or lazy women

II he i v I,,, ,,nrt lavv nhllilrun t

eorcnng to uetayea dispatches from
Petrograd. The first person tried,
these reports said, would be Countess
Panin, former minister of education,
who was arrested for refusing to turn
over to the Bolsheviki the funds of
her department. The council of Pet-
rograd university on Friday elected
the countess an honorary member in
recognition of her educational work.

A dispatch from Tashkent, capital
of Turkestan, describes the lynching
under horrible circumstances of Gen-
eral Korovitehenko, who was Keren-sky'- s

military commander in the
province. ,

The Italian embassy has made a
formal protest against the pillaging
by armed men of the apartment of
the embassy's first secretary.

It is reported that the Germans are
moving troops from the Russian
northern and western fronts to the
southwestern and Rumanian fronts.

fl 'Ke If necessary, the com
Hatide Will bitlii-- t enrnnral nunlsh- -

federal land banks, the farmers of the
country face absolute need, according
to a statement issued today by E. G.
Quamme, president of the federal land
bank of St. Paul.

Difficulty in disposing of bonds
based on the farm mortgages has re-
sulted in a lack of money in the
banks, Mr. Quamme said, stating that
$100,000,000 is needed at once to pay
approved loans and the other $100,000,-00- 0

to provide a revolving fund to
handle loans during the war.

It was shortly afterward that the
shots were heard. Detective Clifford
was the first police officer to' respond
to the call. He found the bank door
locked. He hammered on the door,
and soon Strause, blood spattered and
his clothing torn to shreds, appeared
and admitted the detective.

Finds Man Unconscious.
Strause led Detective Clifford down

the lobby of the bank, back through
the cages to the northeast corner of
the room, where Mead was found, un-
conscious. He was lying face up-
ward, arms stretched, and about a foot

on ,!. workmen.
In I.ieedoni- - German troops have
'"'' l.'iunelied three very yowerful

'l;ks aeainst the positions held by
,fmi ""tdiers along the Cerna river.

attacks were repulsed and the
""siy suffered considerable lasses."

WILL EXAMLNE SHIPS.
Washington, Dec. 24. As a result of

the Halifax disaster which crippled
the port facilities there, the British
government has temporarily agreed
that neutral vessels bound from this
side of the Atlantic for Europe shall
be examined at American ports by
American customs collectors and giv-

en certificates which will entitle them
to unmolested passage through the
war zones.

THE WEATHER
FO AT CAMP JTNSTOX.

Camp Funston, Kan., Dec. 24. Rop-
ing of wild steers, siding events and
othre sports are scheduled for Camp
Funston's Christmas celegration to--

Forecast Till 7 P. M. Tomorrow, for
Rock Island, Davenport, Moline

ana Vicinity.
rnpVNr fair unit cnldpr fonlchf

Thousands of pounds ofutiicowi. o morrow
with a cold wave. Tuesday fair and turkey,

UMItI.
ilr.ey. Australia. Dec. 24. Further

'turns from the referendum have nl

the vote against compulsory
O'Htary service and the defeat of the
f'W is now beyond doubt. The politi- -'

"ituation is very uncertain. Pre-;- f
Huglies has made no statement

6lls far. hut In certain quarters there
" evidence of opposition to his con-'iJ- e!

leadership of the nationalists,
m dominant party.

many barrels of apples and
other delicacies will feature the din-
ner and the afternoon will be given
over to distribution of gifts from home.

CHINA SENDS AWAY
PRO-GERMA- EDITOR

Peking, Dec. 24. Dr. Gilbert Reid, an
Amerfcan accused of being a an

propagandist and sympathiz-
er, has been deported to Manila at the
request of the Chinese government.

Dr. Gilbert Reid, editor of the Pe- -

AVERTED BIG STRIKE.
San Francisco. Cal., Dec. 24. A

threatened strike of 10.000 metal
trades unionists, engaged in industries
other than shipbuilding was averted
here today according to officials of
the iron workers' council, when 14 of
the 35 foundries that would have been

from his hand was a re-
volver, one chamber of which was
empty. He fell about 20 feet from
where he was shot, as shown by the
trail of blood. Two chambers in the
revolver Strause had were empty, it
is said.

Clifford says that Mead was alive
and bleeding from a wound in the fore-
head: After disarming Strause the
detective ran to the door and called
Dr. Albert Weil, who was passing. The
physician, however, could do nothing,
and Mead died without regaining con-
sciousness.

It was while Dr. Weil was eiamin- -

" is not lmnrohahle that Frank G.

colder. Temperature on Tuesday
morning will be slightly below zero.

Highest temperature yesterday, 49;
lowest last night, 40; temperature at
7 a. m., 40. '

Precipitation none. '

Wind velocity. 12 miles per hour..
Relative humidity at 7 p. m., 86; at

7 a. m.. S3; at 1 p. m., 79.
River stage three feet, a rise of .3

in the last 0 hours.
J. il. SHERIER. Meteorolo-ris- t

w. a former cabinet, member, will I effected by the walkout granted de
V this dictated peace is accepted by the

allied powers and ourselves the Ger- -Permitted bv the nationalists to

WAS DAMEL BOfttE-- S KDf.
Sedalia, Mo., Dec. 24. Icilious

Archibald Bryan, 86 years old, great
grandson of Daniel Boone, died here
yesterday. His mother, Elizabeth
Callaway, a daughter of Pemtma
Boone, was once a captive of the

x osl, was released ironi prison
'urni a government from the laborr.y filvini. thin naw n n nntwrl 11 n iLV

mands for a 10 per cent additional
wage increase over the 31 per cent
advance that had been allowed some
time ago by the federal shipbuilding
labor adjustment board.

at ijtiangnal on July 23, 1917. when he j man forces now being concentrated on
promtsed to refrain from criticism of the western front will break through
the American government or Us offl-jt- allied line into the west.
clals- - "The various reports of immediate

' Put Into effect its plans for raisins
woods without conscription. (Continues On Page Three)

I


